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Kiwanis Club of Cleves Three Rivers
Serving the needs of the community since 1945

07/29/2009
Pres. Tom Bailey opened the meeting with a “Pledge” to our Flag and Fr. Harry Gerdes led us in the “Lord’s Prayer”. There were no birthdays for the coming week. Please wish George and Kathy Dreyer a Happy Anniversary on the 31st if you see them.

Paul Beck gave an Aktion Club report and reminded us of their up-coming picnic at Kuliga Park August 24th. 

Paul also reminded us of the concerts to be held at the Miami Township Community Center on Shady Lane August 13th and 20th. We are scheduled to provide the parking on the 13th and those who will be the parking attendants should plan on being there at 5:45. The O La La Greasers will be the entertainment that evening. Pete Wagner’s Big Band will perform on the 20th. The festivities will start at 7:00 PM.

Our program for the day was presented by a former member, Kathy Thinnes. Kathy was our Treasurer for several years through the 1990’s, and a very good member. (We wish we had her back as a member).

She is working with an organization called “Family Bridges, Inc.”, formerly called Visiting Angel’s. Their mission is to provide home care for seniors primarily of a non medical nature, such as house cleaning, doing laundry, bathing, shopping transportation, etc. Their service is a “for profit” business that helps seniors to stay in their own home as long as possible even though they might not be able to get out and about. The company is in the four counties of Hamilton, Butler, Warren and Clermont.
The criteria do not require the loss of ability to perform a certain number of ADL’s, (Activities of Daily Living) because it is a private pay program. Anybody can request the service as long as they can pay. They can receive financial assistance from the government if they qualify based of a certain percent of poverty as income. Some Long Term Care Insurance policies will provide reimbursement if the beneficiary is determined to be unable to perform 2 of the six ADL’s. ADL’s are; bathing, dressing, toileting, transferring from bed to chair and maintain continence.
The fee structure is based on the number of hours a service is performed. Up to two hours $21.50 per hour, 3 hours is $18.50 per hour and 4 or more hours is $18.00 per hour. There are several services in Hamilton that cater to low income seniors, but very few that will provide service on a private reimbursement basis.

The Ohio District convention is coming to Dayton August 14th, 15th and 16th. The House of Delegates will be asked to vote on a couple of resolutions that will change the bylaws. One will add one new member to the Executive Board of Directors, (there are 4 now) and the other is to increase the Finance and Structure Committee (F & S) to 11 members from its current 9. Also, a resolution to no longer set aside $2.00 of the dues for the printing of the monthly news letter as it is now published online.

The important resolution is the change in annual dues from $18.00 to $26.00. The last dues increase was 1997 and at the time our membership was approximately 13500. In that 12 year period of time, membership has declined to 9313 as of June 30th. Of course, all expenses have gone up in that period of time.

The F & S Committee and the Budget Committee plus the Dues Review Committee have all worked this past year to improve the cost of doing business for the membership and therefore rather that ask for a $12.00 dues increase as was considered last year, expenses have been pared down by almost $80,000 and the $8.00 increase will be sufficient for at least 5 years into the future assuming no more than a 2.5% drop in membership per year and no more than 2% per year increase in expenses over the same period.

Our club will have 2 delegates plus 2 at large delegates, (Jerry Schwartz and Howard Seaver former Lt. Governor’s) plus Jerry Duerk, Treasurer of the Ohio District Kiwanis who is on the Executive Board for a total of five voting members. There is expected to be around 350 delegates represented at the “House of Delegates” on Saturday afternoon. The “House of Delegates” session will begin at 2:45. Anybody who is registered for the convention may attend the delegate session as a visitor, but only delegates will be allowed to vote. By the way, voting will be done electronically for the dues increase. This was arranged by Governor Kip Crain at no cost to the District.

The Ohio District Kiwanis Convention is a great place to learn! You can pick up some new ideas for service projects from visiting various vender booths, but just as important, meeting people from other clubs and hearing what they do in their own world of service.   

There are also several education forums that start Saturday 9:30 AM and 10:30. Lunch if you register for it is 11:30 with the Keynote Speaker at 12:00. The afternoon education forums begin at 1:30 and end at 2:30.  
Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the world one child and one community at a time.

